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DEANZ 2008

The Virtual Learning Network 

(VLN)

OBJECTIVES

ÅInform educators about the VLN and the 
ePrincipals / eLearning clusters. Who we 
are, what we do and our vision for the 
future of secondary education.

ÅExpand our network of contacts amongst 
educators so that we can collaborate, 
share and learn from what others are 
doing in the field of eLearning and 
distance education.

What is the VLN? Connecting Learners through 
Video Conferencing

Student -Teacher 
face -to -face contact enables the 

distance to dissolve
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eLCLF

ÅeLearning Cluster Leadership Funding

ÅBirth of the ePrincipal!!!???

What is, and who are, the ePrincipals?

ÅePrincipals ïAssociated with a VC / 

eLearning cluster. Why? Historical

ÅResponsible for distance learning in their 

cluster and for the development of 

eLearning practices.

ÅLearning mainly via VC but also through 

Adobe Connect (SILC, WestNet).

ÅePrincipals and clusters connected with 

each other through the VLN.

ÅSouthern Regional Health School

ÅOtagoNet

ÅWELCom

ÅCantatech

ÅVolcanics

Cluster Websites

ÅePrincipals Meet once a month via VC. Are a 
community of practice (COP) with distance 
learning and eLearning as their domain.

ÅExpanding the eLearning tool box to include 
asynchronous and other synchronous tools ï
e.g. Adobe Connect (SILC & WestNet), 
Tandberg Content Server, eXe, ePortfolios. 

ÅWorking on moving from a delivery model of 
learning to a collaborative model of learning 
where asynchronous tools are as important as 
synchronous ones and VC is not the only 
synchronous tool used.

What are we doing now?
What are we doing now (Cont)

also being provided are the 'out of school hours' 
programmes through VC

Åprovision of Professional Learning opportunities 
[connecting teachers, the advisory service and 
experts in their fields]

ÅMusic via the Canterbury School of Music to 
Rural schools [alongside the itinerant teachers 
of music model]

Åmeetings of sports coordinators, SPARC, 
coaches and players of various disciplines.

http://www.southernhealth.school.nz/spaces/space.php?space_key=10
http://www.otagonet.school.nz/content.php?id=2
http://www.welcom.net.nz/
http://www.cantatech.school.nz/
http://www.volcanics.schoolzone.net.nz/
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Formal and informal 
discussion areas

Spaces catering for 
different interests Tools for managing

participation

Online Learning Environments

Telecom ïHeroes & Leaders 

VC


